


2022 San Diego International Kids’ Film Festival

In February 2013, Maeya proudly presented Cheng Ying Rescues the Orphan, Maeya’s first theater

production at Studio 54 Theater in New York’s Broadway as well as at the Warner Grand Theater in

Los Angeles. On October 18, 2016, Maeya present this Chinese Yu Opera, for the first time, at Dolby

Theatre in Hollywood, the home of Academy Awards.

The Maeya Culture Exchange Group LLC provides a platform for different
cultures to explore, share, and communicate with one another. Our
purpose is to increase mutual understanding and appreciation between
people from different cultures through education and culture exchange.
The Economic globalization brings financial benefit; Maeya Culture
Exchange Group LLC brings harmony through culture and art
environment.

As a cultural project management firm, Maeya Culture Exchange Group LLC produces and

manages three international film festivals every year in the United States. One is the Universe

Multicultural Film Festival that is held in Los Angeles every April, and the other is San Diego International

Kids’ Film Festival that is held in San Diego every September. Maeya’s brand-new annual production is

Epic ACG Fest that is held in Silicon Valley every November.

Maeya has many years of experience in the promotion and distribution of family-friendly films, Both in

the U.S. and in China. As of to date, Maeya has the distribution rights of 63 films imported from China.

All of the films have been promoted through participation in various film festivals.
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Dear SDIKFF attendees,

It is with great pleasure and honor that we present the 2022 San

Diego International Kids’ Film Festival (SDIKFF) in the beautiful

Southern California. The screenings and events at this year's festival

are, as always, promoting the idea of entertainment with education.

This year, attendees could choose to view 155 unique films from 30

plus countries ranging from features to shorts, from documentaries

to animation, from the silly to the sublime. You could also

participate in industry panels and workshops and engage film

Q&As, hosted film receptions and galas, plus the real people action

show “Screenplay Showcase”.

The SDIKFF provides a platform that allows for freely sharing your

views and ideas with those who take part in the same ideals of

entertainment and stimulation of all ages through cinematic stories.

On behalf of the SDIKFF committee, we thank you for being a part of

our festival in sunny San Diego. I sincerely thank for sponsors,

supporters, volunteers who make this event possible.

Sincerely,

Welcome Letter from 

Executive Director

Lynn Tang

SDIKFF 

Committee

CHAIRMAN
Sherwood Jones

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Lynn Tang

Event Manager
Lee Mariano 

PUBLIC RELATION
Tammie Starr

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Kristine Pham
Margaux Miller

VIDEO EDITOR
Evan Santaniello

COMPOSER
Eiko Jin

SCREENPLAY SHOWCASE
Brain Keon

Facebook.com/SDIKFF

@ SDIKFF
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PRESENTING SPONSORS

INDUSTRY SPONSORS

CULTURAL SPONSORS

FESTIVAL PARTNERS

Greetings! 

A huge welcome to all attendees of the 2022 San Diego International Kids’ Film Festival! 

We’re proud to host this year’s festival and bring a wide range of cultures together to see 

what we all have in common as well as what makes our life experiences different.  

The film is a universal language that transcends barriers of age and culture. The power of 

story and images can be immediately felt by both young and old, no matter what country 

you call home.  And since we have all been kids at one time or another, we can easily relate 

to all of these films.   

This weekend we celebrate this powerful art form, as well as what we all share in common 

when the lights dim and the show begins. I hope you will not only enjoy the films we have 

to share but join us for our enjoyable social gatherings and educational panel presentations. 

See you there!

Sherwood Jones

Chairman

2022 San Diego 

International Kids’ Film 

Festival 
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SPONSORS / PARTNERS

Community Sponsors

Hotel Sponsors

Festival Supporters

STCA is honored to be the co-host of 
the 2022 San Diego International Kids’ Film Festival

Get involved with us! http://www.stculture.org

Provide scholarships to students who dream of pursuing higher education in the social sciences

Promote shared cultural beliefs and values

Encourage beneficial exchanges among different cultures and education systems

We ST CULTURE ADVOCACY
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Media Partners
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Sharon J Geyer
Writer/Singer/Filmmaker

Robyn Sarvis
Producer

Tommy Anderson 
Screenwriter/Author/Host

Floyd Strayer
Actor/Director

Mr. Mike Shield II
Director Producer Writer

Thomas K. Boyle
Actor/Model

Alexandria R.
Event Host/Filmmaker

Cameron McCasland
Writer Director Producer

Jeri Jacquin
Movie Maven

Doosun Shin 
Director Animator

FILM / ART JURY

He Huang
( Miao Miao)

Actress

Alma Dong 
CEO/Beauty Queen

Princess Adler & Son Tommy
Beauty Queen/Model

Tammie Starr
Model/Beauty Queen

Traci Lynn Cowan

Actress/Director

Robert Gatewood, 

Actor/Producer
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Frances Schneider
Writer/Production Casting

Brian Herskowitz
Producer/Writer/Director

Michael Dukakis 
Writer/Actor

Carlos de los Rios
Screenwriter/Author

Libo Li
Producer

Douglas Smith
Filmmaker

Anna Chi 
Director

Jerome Courshon
CEO

Don Stroud 
Writer/Producer

PANELISTS

John Luksetich
Moderator

Ewart Chin
Actor/Producer

Ben de los Rios
Teenwriter

Sherwood Jones
Filmmaker

Brain Keon 
Screenplay Showcase 

Director

RANDY KENT; 

Producer, 

Director

Michael Matteo Rossi; 
Director/Producer/Writer
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Teresa Suárez Grosso
Actress/Host

Aviva Naomi Wrosch
Singer

Chasefellof
Musician

Valery Michelle Vazquez
Miss Mexico

Flamenco with 
Roots Performing 

Arts

Douglas Smith
Filmmaker

Joshua Christian Azali , 

Actor, Co-host

Jodi Cilley
Producer/Filmmaker

Alonsco Nunez
Comic Artist

PERFORMERS

Eric Popham
Singer

Elena C.Castaneda
Mariachi Singer

Ray Navarrete
Songwriter/Author

United Matriarchy Nations
unit all matriarchy nations, organization, 

communities together 
http://unitedmatriarchynations.stculture.org/
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Screening Schedule

Schulman Auditorium

11:00 - 12:30 Sumo-kid (A.K.A. Little Warrior)

12:30 - 14:00 The Colosseum

14:00 - 15:30 The Everlasting Story

15:30 - 16:40 Yung Punx: A Punk Parable

16:40 - 17:00 Summer Homework

Senior Center Auditorium

18:00 - 18:13 ATTILA

18:13 - 18::42                The Art of Catastrophe

18:42 - 19::44 Mugizh

19:44 - 21:30 Stop My Stepmom!

Schulman Auditorium

10:00 - 11:38 Bal Naren

11:39 - 13:14 Imagined

13:13 - 13:30 Rocks 4 Sale!

13:30 - 14:00 Memories of a forgotten childhood

14:00 - 15:00 The Tiny Tree

Triskelion

Butterfly Playground

Mosquito Fish

Vaccine of bravery. Zabezoo. Ears N' Tail

A Letter to my Dad

15:00 - 15:22 A Purpose Well Fulfilled

BLIND

The Truth About Kindergarten

The Park Bench

15:22 - 17:00 Kung Fu Girl

Senior Center Auditorium

10:00     "Entre Guerra y Guerra, Afuera La Bicicleta”

Abdullah

Alice

An Illusory Joy

Angels

Before It's Time To Say Goodnight - A Bedtime Lullaby

Shut it Down

A Story of Courage               

11:00      BING - Leaf Pictures

falling day

Brasier

Camp Koba

Chloe explains Down's syndrome

12:00      Christmas Snow

Disoriented Guide

Duet

13:00      Earth's Ekko

Exchange Diary (WRONG PW)

Dog-Gone It!

Drumtalk

14:00      Garden Spells

Generation Impact: The Scientist

Gift of Life

Great Grandfather’s Wishes

Hello to Me in 100 Years

I Kazoo

Ife and Riff Raff

In search of Chok Chok

15:00      Invisible Eyes

Like the Ones I Used to Know

Lost & Found

Made in SA: New Music, New Musicians

Senior Center Auditorium

16:00     Magic Sapling

Mutant Monster Mission

My dad's an alien!

My Little Aunt

17:00     My Friend, Ghost

Movie Night

On My Way

Pepuka y el Monstruo que se llevó su sonrisa

Rainbow

18:00     The Dukha

Star Orphanage

The Ocean Duck

The Rashomon Effect

Be Brave

Twitch

W.U.B.L.O (Weird Unidentified Baby-Like Organism)

Wake Up the City

19:00     Who Feels Alone in the World?

Who is it: Who is singing?

Basho Jazz Fleming The Lost Sock

Cake

Cyrano

Fedya on the market

Forest

Hair

Hotel Brown

Pollution Solution

20:00     To Norman

Akesi and the fight for Independence

Akesi and the loss of the Bateke Kingdom

Akesi and the secrets of the forest

Retirement 2: Salt on the Road

Rajasaur

See You Garbage!

Senior Center D Studio

10:00    MIXTAPE

The Guardian Lion and Budaixi

12:00    Monster Fruit Academy - Granny Fruity’s big secret

The Adventures of Sheriff Winskey

14:00    Beauty on the Wing: Life Story of the Monarch Butterfly

Cocodrilo

15:00    Detective Bruno

The Cove

17:00    Harper

The Blue Balloon

19:00    Secrets of an old gun 2

Jump with Jill: The Movie!

10.28

10.29
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Screening Schedule
10.30

Senior Center D Studio

13:00 Crying Over Spoiled Milk

Dot

Dragons And Warts

Dream

Gray Matters

Of Wood

Outsider

Paragons Of Boulevard

People And The Moon

Piece Of Solitude

14:00 The Cadence

The Hand And The Egg

Thou Shalt Dance

Wafflestacks!

Dehbaraftab Village

15:00 Extraterrestrials Can't Sleep

Kim And Jim's Wormhole

The Magician Of Taste

Feeling Special               

Whipster

Invisible Army

16:00 Work Warfare

Jimmie Sprinkles

16:46 The Knight In The Tiger's Skin

18:35 Are Dreams True

Rise Of The Superkid

Space Race

Super Cool

19:00 Back In My Day

Heavenly Flowers

Pasuya And Cloud

Take Heart!

How We Heal

The Mystery On Nanny Goat Hill

Doubt the Stars are Fire

Senior Center Auditorium

13:00 Sedna, Empress Of The Sea

5 Stars

A Tale Of Claws And Fangs

Magic Eraser: Delete!

Wishes In The Wind

15:00 Who Is Jerry Adams?

Wing Chun "The Next Generation"

The Double Life Of Hugh

The Times We Were Living In

16:00 Nest

A Second Chance

The Dog Who Lost His Bark 

The Truth About Kindergarten

Time Travelers

White Picket Fence

M A E YA  AC A D E M Y
h t t p : / / m a e y a a c a d e m y . m a e y a . u s

MAEYA ACADEMY offer innovative programs that 

designed for a new generation of storytellers – for 

artists who share a passion for visual and performing 

arts, across a wide array of media and want to learn 

by doing with the multicultural background. Classes 

are taught by award-winning industry professionals, in 

a real-world environment with state-of-the-art facilities 

and equipment.

http://maeyaacademy.maeya.us
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KIDS-MADE FILMS
5 STARS
China | 12min Children-Made | Animation
Director: Jack Zheng, Henry Xu
The ignorant David seems to be in trouble again, he crashed into someone’s limousine on his
bike. Can he figure out a way to exonerate himself before the doorbell rings? And is that
method really reliable?

A SECOND CHANCE
United States | 11min Children-Made | Drama
Director: Arden Pala
This documentary explains how hard it actually is to be homeless. I hope this documentary
opens your eyes to what it is like to be homeless and how homeless people can’t just “get a job.”
Hearing all these stories has changed the way I think of homelessness, and I hope it changes the
way you think too. Anyone gave a second chance is given an opportunity; a way to move
forward

A LETTER TO MY DAD
United States | 5min Children-Made | Drama
Director: Brock Brenner
A letter to my Dad.

A TALE OF CLAWS AND FANGS
United States | 9min Children-Made | Drama
Director: Luca Tedesco
Take a bite out of romance and claw your way to love. In a twist of Shakespear's Romeo and
Juliet, the two "lovers'' are werewolves and vampires trying to make peace. They must figure
out a way to bring their two warring families together.

ARE DREAMS TRUE
United States | 6min Children-Made | Drama
Director: Atharva Bhagwata
Atharva is traumatized by his brother's (Arnay) naughtiness and is expecting him to be a well
behaved and calm.. His dream does come true but is he happy or not?

A PURPOSE WELL FULFILLED
United States | 4min Children-Made | Animation
Director: Sebastian Muñoz
A young and eager chocolate chip cookie learns its purpose from an old and wise glass of milk!

BACK IN MY DAY
United States | 6min Children-Made | Drama
Director: Andrew Luria
The MagTV team looks to bridge the generational gap on the issue of electric vehicles. Though
things were different "back in my day," today is everyone's day to look to the future!
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COCODRILO
Cyprus | 4min Children-Made | Animation
Director: Jonathan Aidan Cockrell, Bailey Corley
The friendship between a crocodile and a young boy in the jungle

HEAVENLY FLOWERS
United States | 7min Children-Made | Drama
Director: Bella, Camila, Avi, Grace, Adela, Aubriella, Austin
A dad who gave his powers to his daughter and then her sister tries to steal them.

PASUYA AND CLOUD
Taiwan | 9min Children-Made | Animation
Director: Ting Yuk Yuen
This short-animation is about a aboriginal boy and a Clouded Leopard. The boy rescues the
Leopard from a trap, and they became the very best of friends. One day, the two were out
hunting, and they met the Leopard's mother. After that, the story becomes emotional. The
Leopard had to leave the boy, because it missed her mother so much. This film is Taiwanese
Mandarin, but have subtitles.

BUTTERFLY PLAYGROUND
United States | 2min Children-Made | Drama
Director: Bryn Wright
“Butterfly Playground” is a whimsical take on the tragedy of losing a friend. Based on a true
story, this short film explores the joys and sorrow of three children who had a friend who was a
little different... and truly special..

MAGIC ERASER: DELETE!
Taiwan | 9min Children-Made | Animation
Director: Zi-Jun Wang, Yun-Yen Li
If you had a magic eraser that could erase anything you didn’t like, what would you want to
erase? Ming wants to erase his nagging mother, dreadful exams, and annoying homework, but
ends up accidently erasing “everything!” Ming's world is instantly changed, how can he save it
all? Or is everything erased by the magic eraser doomed to never come back?

TAKE HEART!
Germany | 8min Children-Made | Drama
Director: Lilith Jörg
The barriers are in the mind. Everyone has fears and often for this reasons avoids situations that
are important in order to deal with them better. Leonhard sticks to his usual daily routines. He is
anxious and overprotective. Until one day he decides to hike to a mysterious waterfall he read
about in the newspaper. The trail begins as a normal hike, but more and more courage and
overcoming is required.

SUPER COOL
United States | 5min Children-Made | Drama
Director: Carter Husbands
When a villain tests out a super power potion on unsuspecting kids, they turn the tables.

KIDS-MADE FILMS
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THE ADVENTURES OF SHERIFF WINSKEY
United States | 47min Children-Made | Drama
Director: Kalan Peters, Karter Peters
Everyone in the town is turned into stuffed animals. It is up to Sheriff Winskey to catch Dr.
Demon and turn everyone back into humans. This movie was made by brothers Kalan and
Karter Peters, 6th and 4th grade. The birth date for Submitter Information is for Kalan. Karter's
DOB is 8/30/11. The email is for mom Cherie Peters.

THE MYSTERY ON NANNY GOAT HILL
Australia | 13min Children-Made | Drama
Director: Remy Ellis
When four friends discover that all their socks have gone missing, they are determined to solve
the Mystery on Nanny Goat Hill.

THE GUARDIAN LION AND BUDAIXI
Taiwan | 10min Children-Made | Animation
Director: Hsieh-Cheng Tsai, You-Cheng Lai, Shih-Peng Chang, Shao-Xuan Weng, Min-Xiang Zhang, You-Xun Lai

For the longest time,the Guardian Lions and the gate gods of Fushun Temple have taken turns
standing guard at the temple gates. Every year during the Lantern Festival, there is a lot of
excitement in front of the temple—a fierce battle is enacted during a Budaixi puppet show, but
there is not a single person watching.

THE TRUTH ABOUT KINDERGARTEN
United States | 7min Short | Drama
Director: Bissa Burr
You think kindergarten is all sunshine and rainbows? Think again. This is the story of Big Buddy
Alice assigned to 'help' middle-class Marley integrate into a super affluent Marin County private
school. These kids? They take the kind out of kindergarten.

TO NORMAN
United States | 4min Children-Made | Drama
Director: Zach Willis
After a freak accident resulting in Norman Parker’s death, Jordan Hayes tries to distract himself
from grieving over his friend’s death by pretending he’s still alive. This short film documents his
road to acceptance and his psychological battle through the stages of grief.

WHITE PICKET FENCE
United States | 6min Children-Made | Drama
Director: Asher Anantham.
We explore multiple perspectives on the impact of federal housing policy.

TIME TRAVELERS
United States | 6min Children-Made | Drama
Director: Ben Smith, Ellie Jones, Eli Hoover, Katherine Richter, Louis Joy, Seger Russell
A boy travels all through history in pursuit of magical ice cream.

KIDS-MADE FILMS
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BASHO JAZZ FLEMING THE LOST SOCK
United States | 7min Youth-Made | Drama
Director: Basho Jazz Fleming
According to some study, we lose an average of 15 socks a year!

CAKE
Hong Kong | 2min Youth-Made | Animation
Director: Ka Wai Lai, Chak Lai Lam, Pei Tak Lam
This animation is talking about a litter bear who was looking at a photo with his father in the
forest. Then, he wanted to make a honey cake for his father. Although he got stung by bees
when he was searching for the honey, he finished and baked the cake successfully. After that,
he climbed and waded to his father’s house. His father enjoyed the cake. They had a reunion.

CYRANO
United States | 16min Youth-Made | Animation
Director: Claire F. Amato
Cyrano is an animated retelling of Cyrano de Bergerac by Edmond Rostand. Cyrano, a talented 
but insecure fencer, falls for Roxanne. However, she has fallen in love with his friend Christian. 
Christian is not a poet and asks Cyrano to write love letters to Roxanne in his stead, but perhaps 
Cyrano's true feelings have seeped into the letters.

DOUBT THE STARS ARE FIRE
United States | 15min Youth-Made | Animation
Director: Jaemin Feldman
When 16-year-old Alex learns an unsettling truth about her late mother, she begins to question 
the nature of her own existence.

HAIR
Hong Kong |2 min Youth-Made | Animation
Director: Kai Lam, Ka Shun Tang, Nok Man Wong, Hong Yu Lai, Chi Hin Yau
The animation is going to talk about a doll who laughed because the other dolls only got a few 
hairs. Suddenly there was a wind blowing the protagonist’s hat, It revealed that he only had one 
hair and it look so ugly. But the other dolls did not laugh at him when they saw it, Instead, they 
cut their hair until there was only one hair left and same as the protagonist

FEDYA ON THE MARKET
United States | 9min Youth-Made | Drama
Director: Bella, Camila, Avi, Grace, Adela, Aubriella, Austin
Little Nastya lives with her mom and helps her sell potatoes in the market. One day they meet a 
mom’s friend, who jokes that she sees the future, and for their potatoes she will find a groom 
for her friend. Nastya believes in the wonderful properties of their potatoes. And miracles are 
not long in coming.

FOREST
Russian Federation | 7min Youth-Made | Drama
Director: Ekaterina Chandaeva
She graduated from the school in Nizhny Novgorod. Now she studies at the producer faculty at 
the university. From 2018, she has been participating in the Nizhny Novgorod competition of 
short videos "Look at the city". Filmed a video for the competition as a director.

YOUTH-MADE FILMS
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FILMS MADE BY YOUTH

MUTANT MONSTER MISSION
United States |11 min Youth-Made | Drama
Director: Luca Tedesco
Who is the hunted? Who is the hunter? A monster created by a billionaire has escaped and she 
has hired a team of hunters to capture it. But have they walked into something more?

HOTEL BROWN
Russian Federation | 4min Youth-Made | Drama
Director: Vladislav Borodaev
Detective Sanders is investigating a mysterious crime at the Brown Hotel that will lead him to an
unexpected denouement.

RETIREMENT 2: SALT ON THE ROAD
United States | 17min Youth-Made | Drama
Director: Joshua M Thomas
Dig up the past. Dig up the pain. An energetic rookie and a hard boiled veteran cop work an old 
cold case that haunts everyone involved, whether they know it or not.

THE TIMES WE WERE LIVING IN
United States | 14min Youth-Made | Drama
Director: Asali Echols, Montgomery Samuel Thomas 
What's black and white and dead all over? Something is rotten in Booneville. The Mayor turns 
up dead, and Detective Humphrey Trowell is uncovering a thicker and thicker web of lies. Will 
anyone come out of this wreckage alive?

POLLUTION SOLUTION
Canada| 6min Youth-Made | Drama
Director: The Bum Family
A short documentary that explores what people are doing about pollution. Made by a group of 6 
young cousins who fear the world is ending due to human activity. By asking people how they 
address the pollution crisis in their everyday lives, and using animation to illustrate the 
responses, the filmmakers hope to inspire viewers to do their part in solving the pollution 
solution.

SHORT FILMS

A LETTER TO MY DAD
United States | 5min Short | Drama
Director: Brock Brenner
A letter to my Dad.

"ENTRE GUERRA Y GUERRA, AFUERA LA BICICLETA"
United States | 17min Short | Drama
Director: Valeria A Avina
Roque has been asked to take care of Tala's garden over the weekend, when suddenly Tala's
garden is taken over by other kids who are new in the block. Roque en Los Pecosos embark a
journey to get Tala's garden back before she comes back.
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Classic of Universe

The sun's black hole is abrupt,! The gods in charge 

of the five major states and the 18 ocean& rivers 

convened an emergency meeting to develop a 

rescue plam

http://lbwtech.com/shanhaijing/Eproject.html
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SHORT FILMS
A STORY OF COURAGE
United States | 6min Short | Drama
Director: Ariana Feiner
Ariana Feiner shares her story with her rare metabolic condition, Hypoparathyroidism. She
spreads her message of hope through her work with her children’s book for kids with chronic
health conditions, Ariana Rose: A Story of Courage. Ariana exemplifies that it is not our
obstacles that define us; it's the way we face them.

ABDULLAH
China | 17min Short | Drama
Director: Tianhui Huang
Abdullah, a 11-year-old Pakistani youth, relocates to Yiwu, China to live with his father Hussein.
Hussein is too busy with his business to spend much time with his adolescent son, who misses
his mother still in Pakistan and hopes to find a way to return home …

AKESI AND THE LOSS OF THE BATEKE KINGDOM
Germany | 19min Short | Drama
Director: Michael Degani
Julien, a Swiss boy on his last day on vacation in LA, breaks away from his family to find the star
of Michael Jackson. On the way he encounters a "fake" Spiderman, who tries to steal his camera,
and a once upon a time Western movie star who saves the day.

AKESI AND THE SECRETS OF THE FOREST
Germany | 18min Short | Drama
Director: Malcom Jennings
Anthony Caucci was framed by the government and was then forced to work for them as an
assassin. Although killing people involved in human trafficking is something he enjoys, he would
rather spend time with his wife and raise his daughter.

AKESI AND THE FIGHT FOR INDEPENDENCE
Germany | 4min Short | Animation
Director: Hsing-Fang Lin
One day, the lion and his wife are playing musical instruments together. Unexpectedly,
someone begins to sing along with the melody. The lion and his wife are very excited, so the
two embark on a journey with their musical instruments to find the beautiful voice..

ALICE
United States | 2min Short | Animation
Director: Liz Van Verth

AN ILLUSORY JOY
Taiwan | 6min Short | Animation
Director: Chih-Chung Wang
Let’s travel back in time and watch the story about a diplomat. In the valley with beautiful
butterflies fluttering around, children could capture butterflies as many as they wanted. By
turning these butterflies into beautiful paintings, people made large sums of money and
became materially comfortable. From a young age, the diplomat relied on capturing these
butterflies to get the money she needed for studies and daily expenses.
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BEFORE IT'S TIME TO SAY GOODNIGHT - A BEDTIME LULLABY
United States |4min Short | Animation
Director: Diane F Baumann
Pansie the piglet can't sleep because she is terrified of the outside noises. Fiore the Fairy helps
her to overcome her fear and shows her that the night sounds are not so scary after all.

BING - LEAF PICTURES
United Kingdom |8min Short | Animation
Director: Declan Doyle
Bing is a groundbreaking television series. Celebrating the noisy, joyful, messy reality of life
when you’re a pre-schooler, Bing stories are small but full of drama; everyday micro-dramas
that all young children and the grown-ups in their lives will recognise.

ATTILA
Norway | 13min Short | Drama
Director: Fredrik Holmen Lillegraven, Mads Eriksen
A 12-year boy lives with his father who is lost in bottomless sorrow after his wife is gone. The
father is a shadow wandering around the house from bed to meaningless tv and back. The boy
washes clothes, makes dinner and goes to school. He misses his dad and tries to reach him.

BLIND
Korea | 8min Short | Drama
Director: Wonjin Kim
On a late-night train, a blind beggar asks for alms. The eight passengers in the carriage all avert
their gaze, each preoccupied with their own concerns. But when the beggar drops behind him a
crumpled fifty-dollar note, eyes start to falter.

ANGELS
France | 6min Short | Drama
Director: Jasmine Bissete
1968, Tehran, Iran. When French-Iranian student Niloufar, 10, learns that President Georges
Pompidou will visit her school, she devises her own way to make an impression.

SHORT FILMS

DUET
United States | 21min Short | Drama
Director: Mika Orr
Duet is the story of one fateful day in the lives of 8-year-old girls May and Shadmit, who dislike
each other but learn that their lives have become oddly intertwined forever.Duet is a
multidisciplinary project, uniquely integrating film and music. The story raises questions about
loneliness, regret, subject memory and fate that ties two children together for a lifetime.

EARTH'S EKKO
United States | 20min Short | Animation
Director: Joseph Silva
The film is a tool for educators and parents, and features Ekko, an ocean-dwelling animated
creature. Having lived there for millions of years, Ekko’s ocean home has become more-and-
more disturbed by the harmful environmental effects of plastic created by humans. To learn
about plastic, how to solve the plastic-pollution problem and protect Earth, Ekko embarks on a
hopeful, educational adventure with three young human friends.
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DISORIENTED GUIDE
Mexico | 20min Short | Drama
Director: Diego Mejia Lartilleux, Carolina Mejía Lartilleux
To prove he is like his family of thieves, a young asthmatic man steals some valuable boxes from
a mansion but when the robbery goes wrong, he has to pretend he is a touristic guide to escape.

DRUMTALK
Australia | 4min Short | Drama
Director: Magic Steven

DOG-GONE IT!
United States | 11min Short | Drama
Director: Hunter James Cox
This whimsical fun loving story centers on a young man and his abnormal human-like 
dog. One day the inseparable duo are split apart by a sneaky black cat sending the man 
on a journey to retrieve his best friend. Will they reunite or be lost fur-ever?

CHRISTMAS SNOW
Ukraine | 19min Short | Drama
Director: OLEKSANDRA TESLENKO
The film "Christmas Snow" is a story about a boy Sashko who, for the first time in his life,
decided to prove to himself that he deserves the best Christmas gift. The price he has to pay is
the first ever good grade for his school essay. Accidentally, he gets into adventure. He has only a
few hours left until the New Year to find a notebook with his homework...

CHLOE EXPLAINS DOWN'S SYNDROME
United Kingdom | 4min Short | Animation 
Director: Alex Amelines
A charismatic 8 year old girl helps her peers understand what Down’s syndrome is all about.

CAMP KOBA
United States | 19min Short | Drama
Director: Kasha Fauscett
An unintentional killing at Camp Koba leaves Layla to live in secrecy where it eats away at her
subconscious. Upon trying to take her own life for the pain she burdens, she is rescued by the
greatest force.

BRASIER
Canada | 19min Short | Drama
Director: Emilie Mannering
Championed in her sporting activities by her teenage brother, Pierre-Amelia’s (11) innocent
world shatters when her experience among an elite soccer team of older girls precipitates her
sexual awakening and reveals an unsuspected desire for her brother. «Blaze» delicately explores
the taboo of forbidden desire in an adolescent world where nascent passions are often at odds
with social norms.

SHORT FILMS
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GIFT OF LIFE
United States | 2min Short | Drama
Director: Neela Gerayli
A single mother must make the decision to remove her daughter from life support.

GENERATION IMPACT: THE SCIENTIST
United States | 8min Short | Drama
Director: Stephanie Wang-Breal
The Scientist, is about Emily Tianshi, a young woman striving to raise awareness and create

solutions for the global water crisis. At age 13, Emily transformed her garage into a science lab
to research San Diego’s unique Torrey Pine tree and uncover how the tree is able to produce its
own source of moisture from the atmosphere, enabling its survival through years of severe
drought in California.

GARDEN SPELLS
United States | 9min Short | Drama
Director: Jordan Wilson
When Claire’s grandma passes away, she leaves behind a spell book that promises magical help
should Claire ever need it. Years later, Claire meets Colton in the bookstore where she works
and instantly falls for him…but can’t quite seem to tell if he reciprocates the feeling. She calls
upon the book and her grandma’s spirit to open his heart towards her.

EXCHANGE DIARY
Korea | 25min Short | Drama
Director: Hee-jin KIM
Do-won and Ye-rim, who are 'best friends', are writing an exchange diary.

FALLING DAY 
Korea | 8min Short | Animation
Director: Chih-Chung Wang
The story tells the tale of an old farmer who loves his land. He lives along with the rhythm of
nature, listening to the rooster crowing, starting to work as the sun rises, and finishing working
as the sun sets. Even when he moves to Guandu from Hualian by foot, he walks barefoot while
carrying a pair of chickens with him. The sound of “rooster crowing” is a form of trust in the
reliance on nature and the universe.

SHORT FILMS

GREAT GRANDFATHER’S WISHES
Taiwan | 6min Short | Animation
Director: Chih-Chung Wang
Putting on the “story-telling glasses” to see the past of the family involves imagination in
“travelling through time.” The great-granddaughter puts on the story-telling glasses with her
father; together, they travel back to the father’s childhood and see how he fulfilled Great-
grandpa’s wishes.

HELLO TO ME IN 100 YEARS
Taiwan | 10min Short | Animation
DirectorPaul Wu-Ching Chang
What was Taiwan like 100 years ago? What will it be like 100 years from now? Maybe there will
be flying cars, and many things can be done by machines. Maybe we will live under the sea or
on Mars. Will advanced technology make us happier? What would I say to me in 100 years?
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INVISIBLE EYES
Korea| 8min Short | Drama
Director: JUNG Seung-hee
Three children chasing after squirrels encounter invisible eyes in the deep forest and suffer from
a strange sense of guilt.

IN SEARCH OF CHOK CHOK
Korea | 20min Short | Drama
Director: Dayoon Kim
Yeonwoo had a hard time to make friends after changing new school. On a rainy day, she foun d
a snail on her way home. Since then she thinks the snail is her only friend and named it Cho k
Chok. One day Yeon-woo's only friend, the snail, disappeared. While searching for it, she mee ts
Dajeong.

I KAZOO
United States | 2min Short | Drama
Director: Paul Bariteau, Lani Bariteau
The Kazoo Kids meet The Grand Kazoo at their lemonade stand and proceed to travel to
Carnegie Hall, Yellowstone and KazooStock.

IFE AND RIFF RAFF
United States | 7min Short | Drama
Director: Paul IFE OYEDOKUN
Ife and Riff Raff is a humorous, action packed, animated short film filled with danger, laughs and
intrigue. Ife (Ife Oyedokun) is a young African American boy from Nigeria adjusting to his new
way of life in a new neighborhood. Ife and Riff Raff must defend the world from the diabolical
Wizkid and his Evil Cat Drones, all while keeping his true identity as a young superhero hidden
from his parents.

HOW WE HEAL
United States | 26min Short | Drama
Director: Healthy NewsWorks
The Healthy NewsWorks theme for the 2021-22 school year has been “How We Heal: Moving
Ahead in Challenging Times.” In keeping with that theme, our student reporters produced a film
called "How We Heal," featuring student interviews with health and community leaders

SHORT FILMS

LOST & FOUND
Greece| 9min Short | Animation
Director: Vivian Papageorgiou
A naughty suitcase in an airport that wants to be free.

LIKE THE ONES I USED TO KNOW
Canada| 18min Short | Drama
Director: Annie St-Pierre
December 24, 1983, 10:50 p.m.; Julie and her cousins ate too much sugar, Santa Claus is late
and Denis, alone in his car, is anxious at the idea of setting foot in his ex-in-law's house to pick
up his children. The film is an early coming-of-age that is as squeaky as it is poetic.
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SHORT FILMS

MOVIE NIGHT
United States | 5min Short | Drama
Director: Jude Harley, Sylvie Markel, Kimberly McVicar, Sofia Novotny, Phoebe D. Solomon

MAGIC SAPLING
United States | 7min Short | Animation
Director: James Camali
A giant tree sustains all of the people in New York City. A young girl and her friend care for the
tree. When her friend leaves for selfish reasons, all responsibility falls on Lucinda. She decides to
continue the work on her own. Just as things get really tough, unexpected friends appear to
show Lucinda the value of the community that she helps to sustain.

MADE IN SA: NEW MUSIC, NEW MUSICIANS 
United States | 22min Short | Drama
Director: Brian Allen
When a group of San Antonio-based composers writes piano works for local students and their
teachers, a civic community comes together around new music.

MEMORIES OF A FORGOTTEN CHILDHOOD
Germany| 30min Short | Drama
Director: Lars Smekal
The short film focuses on an important period in the life of 11-year-old Niklas, whose parents 
are addicted to alcohol. We follow Niklas in everyday situations involving his parents‘ mood 
swings up until the point he realizes he needs help and turns to an external confidant.

MY DAD'S AN ALIEN!
Finland| 15min Short | Drama
Director: Elin Grönblom
A 9-year old girl gets a visit from her dad from out of space, but he is followed by an Alien
hunter and the only way for the girl to save him, is if her mom starts to believe her.

MY LITTLE AUNT
Korea | 28min Short | Drama
Director: Sunyou Ahn
Ji Ran is a black sheep in the family. But Soyoung, 12 years old, considers Ji Ran the coolest in
the world. This is a thrilling story of her “breast growth.” In the era of COVID-19, the family has a
hard time. Even though the family is busy with their own concerns, Soyoung's heart grows in a
dream.

MY FRIEND, GHOST
United States | 2min Short | Animation
Director: Will Kim
"My Friend Ghost" is about friendship of a lizard and a ghost. Lizard takes on a journey to find
his spooky friend, ghost after the ghost gets hit by a lightening and mysteriously disappears.
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ON MY WAY
Canada | 9min Short | Animation
Director: Paule Beaudoin
Winter storm's night. In his last breaths of life, Jules (35) imagines himself at home, taking one
last look at his family. As he gaze around, he notices his wife Emilie (32) peacefully asleep in
their bed, bundled up in their blankets. Meanwhile, in the living room, his daughter Sara (9) is
immersed in reading a comic book. Jules feels that he doesn't have much time left. He knows
this moment with Sara will be his last, and it will be short. Too short. But all he wants, is to take
his time.

NEST
United States | 2min Short | Animation
Director: Todd Lien
When Sam, an orphan that steals for a living, introduces the newly lost boy, Jacob, into his
chosen family of orphans, he doesn't realize the risk and danger this decision will bring upon his
family.

PEPUKA Y EL MONSTRUO QUE SE LLEVÓ SU SONRISA 
Spain| 14min Short | Animation
Director: Estela Moreno Bermúdez, Jose Lagares Diaz, Isabel Vilallonga Shelly, Auxi Marciano Almansa

Pepuka is a doll that lived in a small town. One day, she traveled to a neighboring town and met
a monster she fell in love with. Together with him, he will live the most difficult experience of
his life, the loss of his smile. With his maskotas he will go on a long journey to find his smile.

RAINBOW
United States | 8min Short | Drama
Director: Hui Tan
This is a fabulous film that confronts the cultural backdrop of the Chinese taboo that forbids
dialogue about poverty or financial want, in this tale of love, learning, enlightenment, creativity
and growth, two children discover a way to give a Mother's Day gift beyond the value of money.

RAJASAUR
United States | 16min Short | Drama
Director: Sreejith Nair
A father and daughter living in prehistoric times must embark on a dangerous mission to return
the lost egg of a Rajasaur, India's most dangerous dinosaur.

SHORT FILMS

ROCKS 4 SALE!
United States | 16min Short | Drama
Director: David Dibble
Kids in the former mining town of Silverton, Colorado, greet tourists with a time-honored rite of
passage.

RISE OF THE SUPERKID
United States | 8min Short | Drama
Director: Dana Walker
Ava, an eight-year old superhero, elicits help from her trusty four-legged sidekick on the quest
to find her superpower.
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SEE YOU GARBAGE!
Canada | 17min Short | Drama
Director: Romain Dumont
For Christmas, three garbage collectors, Élie, Nino and Belz, are surprised to be received for
dinner at the house of the Prime Minister and the First Lady. They go there, enthusiastic and
candid, without suspecting that on the menu, they have a painful series of disappointments and
manipulations in store for them. See You Garbage! is a dramatic comedy that resembles a
revolutionary tale, which attempts to explore the encounter between the well-coated contempt
of the political class and a sudden awareness of its people.

SPACE RACE
United States | 6min Short | Drama
Director: Shane Dioneda
Two competing Astronauts race to claim the moon for themselves.

STAR ORPHANAGE
Mexico | 5min Short | Animation
Director: Boli Nolasco
Reporters and cameramen arrive at the doors of the Galileo Galilei Orphanage to film the
extraordinary children that the old and tired Apolo Sandoval has been in charge of for decades.

SUMMER HOMEWORK
Korea | 22min Short | Drama
Director: Jae-wook Jung
Leesun is filming a V-log for her summer vacation homework. Sooin is at the verge of divorce
with Jaehyun. Jaehyun calls Sooin to invite her to a funeral for Leesun’s great aunt. Sooin and
Leesun heads to Jaehyun’s hometown with different agendas; Leesun in effort to film a V-log as
a whole family, while Sooin in effort to finalize the divorce.

THE ART OF CATASTROPHE 
United States | 29min Short | Drama
Director: Jeffrey Delano Davis
Meet Jeff, Maria, Vera, and Josie Davis. They're your regular American family going through a
once in a 100-year pandemic. Watch as they dance, sing, paint, and vacation in their driveway,
all to fight back the one thing more dangerous than the virus; despair. Culled from nearly 60
hours of footage shot at the height of the pandemic in New Jersey, "The Art of Catastrophe" is
an unprecedented and unflinching look at one family's struggle for meaning amidst chaos.

SHORT FILMS

THE COVE 
Canada | 15min Short | Drama
Director: Caroline Mailloux
At age 11, Claudia experiences life-changing events during a day filled with the joy of being at
the beach.

THE BLUE BALLOON
United States | 15min Short | Drama
Director: Katherine Griffin
A curious blue balloon leads a girl on an adventure through the streets of Paris, but she quickly
discovers all is not what it appears to be. When she crosses paths with a little boy and his red
balloon, it becomes clear there's a greater magical force at work.
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THE DOG WHO LOST HIS BARK
Ireland | 21min Short | Drama
Director: Viko Nikci
It tells the story of ten year Roisin, a musical kid who rescues a dog called Oz. After they both
struggle to connect with each other, Roisin discovers that Oz may have been a trick to distract
her from the turbulence of a devastating change in her family’s situation.

THE DOUBLE LIFE OF HUGH
United States | 9min Short | Drama
Director: Ben Tobin
Hugh (Nate Ruth) and his father Hugo (Colin Allen) have very different ideas about what it
means to be a mime.

THE DUKHA
United States | 8min Short | Animation 
Director: Carmen Morrow, Zach Wolf
In the remote taiga of northern Mongolia live the Dukha, one of the last groups of nomadic 
reindeer herders in the world. Tuvshuu is five years old. He and his sisters help with their 
family's herd at the summer camp, where there are cool winds and plenty of grass. Their way of 
life and knowledge of reindeer has been passed down for millennia. With less than 40 Dukha
families left in the world, Tuvshuu will have some big decisions ahead.

THE PARK BENCH
United States | 4min Short | Drama
Director: Rob Edwards
In a series of fractured images, we meet a young girl named Bella, who is scared and confused
as she watches her mother care for her father in pain. Bella is quickly shooed away and finds
herself alone on a park bench on a gorgeous day, where she meets a duck with a broken wing.
She leaps at the chance to bring the duck home and distract herself from her worries. Over time,
the duck fills the void in Bella and her mother’s lives with laughter and joy.

THE OCEAN DUCK
United States | 7min Short | Animation
Director: Huda Razzak
A woman visits her ailing grandmother in a hospital during a flood, bringing back fond memories
of the past – spilling over into fantastical visions in the present – as an ancient tale comes to life.

SHORT FILMS

THE RASHOMON EFFECT
United States | 5min Short | Drama
Director: Jeremiah Dickey
Named after Akira Kurosawa’s 1950 film based on the writings of Ryunosuke Akutagawa, the
Rashomon Effect is an enduring cultural metaphor that has transformed our understanding of
truth, justice, and human memory.

THE TINY TREE
United States | 35min Short | Drama
Director: Annie Cusick Wood
Travel to a distant galaxy aboard Roger Rocketship with intrepid space explorers, Matt and his
Dad. When their spaceship malfunctions and Dad comes close to floating off, they land on the
nearest planet to safely assess the problem. Here on this seemingly lifeless planet, Matt
stumbles upon a magical blue seed, and wants to keep it. But this planet and its inhabitants
have other ideas - they need the blue seed to heal the planet, as it’s their last chance for
survival.
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TRISKELION
Belgium | 10min Short | Drama
Director: Jessica Raes
A Celtic fairy tale in stop-motion animation filled with adventure and magic. A story about tribal
war and finding peace: An arrow from a rival tribe pierces the chieftain’s heart. With his dying
breath, he gives his daughter the quest to end this senseless feud.

THE TRUTH ABOUT KINDERGARTEN
United States | 7min Short | Drama
Director: Bissa Burr
You think kindergarten is all sunshine and rainbows? Think again. This is the story of Big Buddy
Alice assigned to 'help' middle-class Marley integrate into a super affluent Marin County private
school. These kids? They take the kind out of kindergarten.

W.U.B.L.O (WEIRD UNIDENTIFIED BABY-LIKE ORGANISM)
United States | 10min Short | Drama
Director: Matt Pierce
Catch that WUBLO! It’s a race against time as seven kids scramble for custody of a mysterious
alien creature.

TWITCH
United States | 9min Short | Drama
Director: Sarah Horn
What changed? She did! A sweet kid with a bully problem unexpectedly crosses paths with a
self-proclaimed "spirit guide," who helps her find deeply hidden bravery and strength.

VACCINE OF BRAVERY. ZABEZOO. EARS N' TAIL
United States | 6min Short | Animation
Director: Zakhar Marmosetty
The kindergarten will be vaccinated today. Zabezoo and her friends are very scared. What if it
hurts? What if the vaccinations were invented by evil aliens? To allay their fears, the kids will
have to go to the hospital.

SHORT FILMS

WAKE UP THE CITY
Taiwan | 8min Short | Animation
Director: Chih-Chung Wang
The story tells the tale of an old farmer who loves his land. He lives along with the rhythm of
nature, listening to the rooster crowing, starting to work as the sun rises, and finishing working
as the sun sets. Even when he moves to Guandu from Hualian by foot, he walks barefoot while
carrying a pair of chickens with him. The sound of “rooster crowing” is a form of trust in the
reliance on nature and the universe.

WHO FEELS ALONE IN THE WORLD? 
United States | 6min Short | Animation
Director: Tori Wolfer
Who Feels Alone in the World? is a drama short about a shy 8 year old boy named Jakob, who is
scared of being disliked and wants to make friends at his new school. But when he befriends a
frog in his yard, he accidentally spooks it and it hops to a little girl across the street. In order to
convince the little girl to give him the frog back, he has to overcome his shyness or lose his best
chance to finally make a friend..
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WHO IS JERRY ADAMS?
Switzerland | 19min Short | Drama
Director: Michael Degani
Julien, a Swiss boy on his last day on vacation in LA, breaks away from his family to find the star
of Michael Jackson. On the way he encounters a "fake" Spiderman, who tries to steal his camera,
and a once upon a time Western movie star who saves the day.

WISHES IN THE WIND 
Canada | 5min Short | Drama
Director: Fixt Point
Conceived by Artistic Director Lisa Marie DiLiberto, Wishes in the Wind is a soulful parade that
captures the struggles and resilience of children. As they criss cross each other along a path
carrying rocks with words of worry and flags with declarations of hope, we glimpse into the
hearts of young people navigating through this challenging moment together.

WHO IS IT: WHO IS SINGING?
Taiwan | 4min Short | Animation
Director: Hsing-Fang Lin
One day, the lion and his wife are playing musical instruments together. Unexpectedly,
someone begins to sing along with the melody. The lion and his wife are very excited, so the
two embark on a journey with their musical instruments to find the beautiful voice..

WING CHUN "THE NEXT GENERATION"
United States | 18min Short | Drama
Director: Malcom Jennings
Anthony Caucci was framed by the government and was then forced to work for them as an
assassin. Although killing people involved in human trafficking is something he enjoys, he would
rather spend time with his wife and raise his daughter.

SHORT FILMS

FEATURE FILMS

BEAUTY ON THE WING: LIFE STORY OF THE MONARCH BUTTERFLY
United States | 116 min     Feature | Drama
Director: Kim Smith
"Beauty on the Wing: Life Story of the Monarch Butterfly" is a 56 minute narrated film that 
unfolds along the shores of Cape Ann and in the heart of Mexico’s forested volcanic mountains. 
Every stage of the butterfly’s life cycle is experienced in vibrant close-up, from mating to egg to 
caterpillar to adult, and set against the backdrop of sea and forest, sun and wind. By the millions 
the intrepid Monarchs journey thousands of miles. 

BAL NAREN
India | 96min Feature | Drama
Director: Pawan Nagpal
The story of the film is about a young boy Naren who loses his father because of a dengue. The 
unfortunate incident of loosing his father teaches him an important lesson about cleanliness 
and how it can help eradicate many diseases that develop because of a dirty environment. One 
day Naren gets to know about the newly elected Prime Minister and his mission Swachhta
Abhiyaan, a cleanliness drive across the country.

DETECTIVE BRUNO
Poland| 105min Feature | Drama
Director: Magdalena Nieć, Mariusz Palej
The arrogant star of hit TV series ‘Detective Bruno’ is an obnoxious and self-centred actor who is 
about to be fired from the show because of his unpopularity. He’s desperate to stay on TV and 
will do anything to win back his fans. 8-year-old orphan Oskar is Detective Bruno’s biggest fan 
and longs to be just like his TV hero. On his birthday, Oskar receives a mysterious clue for a 
treasure hunt left behind by his late parents. 
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FEATURE FILMS
HARPER
United States | 93min Feature | Drama
Director: Kate Bohan
HARPER, an 11 year old girl's life is shattered when her father dies suddenly. Sent to live on a 
dilapidated farm with an Aunt she’s never met, Harper must adjust to her new reality. However, 
just as she settles in, ISABELLA, her wealthy mother, appears to claim the child she abandoned 
at birth.

KUNG FU GIRL
China| 98min Feature | Drama
Director: Kenny Gage, Devon Downs
Kung Fu Girl is an action fantasy about Lisa, a 12-year old student who challenges the school 
bully, and in her journey through real and virtual worlds learns to strengthen a fractured bond 
with her father.

JUMP WITH JILL: THE MOVIE!
United States | 107min Feature | Drama
Director: Jill Jayne 
It's the world’s only rock & roll nutrition show as it's never been seen before. It’s portable. It’s 
available everywhere. It’s In. Your. Screen. Get ready to get down with Jill & friends as they 
perform their famous healthy hits in a 50-minute film version of the signature nutrition 
education program, Jump with Jill: THE MOVIE! Our Emmy-nominated program was created by 
a musical Registered Dietitian named Jill. So you can be sure that your experience will be 
engaging, entertaining, and educational.

IMAGINED
United States | 95min Feature | Drama
Director: Tori Layne
Loner Liam Harris lives a predictable life, which he intends to leave behind for his childhood 
happy place: Canada. At least, until Kal appears. She claims to be his Incorporeal Children’s 
Guide (ICG for short), tasked to help him recover from being an adult “failure.” What Kal doesn’t 
tell him is that she’s not that good at being an ICG - she’s made a bet with her boss to “fix” Liam 
in order to keep her job. To make matters worse, Liam’s ex-wife suddenly drops off his three 
kids with him for the long weekend, right before he’s due to move.

MIXTAPE
Puerto Rico | 111min Feature | Drama
Director: Benjamín López
MIXTAPE tells the story of Sammy, a talented musician who, after living in New York, returns to 
live in Puerto Rico when his parents separate. Now the 'new boy in school' he is immediately 
tormented by Jonathan, the school bully (Adan Allende). Sammy also falls in love with Karla, one 
of the prettiest girls in the school (Didi Romero) but he is too shy to express his feelings.

MONSTER FRUIT ACADEMY - GRANNY FRUITY’S BIG SECRET
Taiwan | 73min Feature | Animation
Director: Yung-Chang Chang
In this animation Feature - “Monster Fruit Academy”, Granny Fruity, the main role from ”Fruity 
Pie”, a children’s television show broadcasting for over 22 years, has now become an animated 
character. Together with monster power and Taiwan fruits elements, a fantasy adventure has 
now begun.

MUGIZH
India | 60min Feature | Drama
Director: Kartick Swaminathan
Kavya a 12-year-old girl embraces solitude and exists like an island within herself. Her parents 
decide to make inroads into that island, wanting her to face her fears head-on. Being completely 
aware that the 'doggie zone' is a realm that is completely out of bounds for her, they still go 
ahead and bring a puppy home. Well, what transpires when this darling monster steps into this 
household? Does the wall within Kavya break, and when this decision of the parents' backfires, 
do demons pile up adding to the already existing fears within Kavya?
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SUMO-KID (A.K.A. LITTLE WARRIOR)
Russian Federation | 88 min     Feature | Drama
Director: Ilia Ermolov
Vitya Kasatkin has an unusual hobby, Japanese sumo wrestling, and he loves it because of his 
father. However, his father left him and his mother and moved to Japan. The love of sumo is all 
Vitya got from him. It has also given him hope that one day his father would return to them.

STOP MY STEPMOM!
Hungary | 105min Feature | Family
Director: Kata Dobó, Buda Gulyás
Dorka’s life turns upside down when her widowed father announces his engagement. The 
lonely, imaginative pre-teen girl does her best to protect her father from the dangers of love, 
and goes on an adventure that leads her to Magic Grove where she finds mysterious ways of 
magic tricks, friendship and the world’s best step-mother.

SEDNA, EMPRESS OF THE SEA
Canada | 85min     Feature | Myth
Director: Jerry Thevenet
When my grandmother was a little girl she was sent away to residential school to learn how to 
read and write, but mostly to do laundry and clean houses. The people who ran these 
institutions were not very kind and seemed to enjoy punishing the children whenever they had 
a chance. Needless to say, the children suffered greatly.

SECRETS OF AN OLD GUN 2
Czech Republic | 98min Feature | Family
Director: Ivo Macharacek
The fairytale is full of love, friendship, brave and family solidarity. The fairytale takes place in 
two kingdoms. In the first one rules inexperienced King Jacob with his wife Queen Anna and 
their daughter Johanna. The second kingdom is ruled by Queen Julia, who has bad luck in her 
life. And so two treacherous and calculating advisers (Ferenc and Lorenc) enter her life with 
intention to control her kingdom. Good and justice will eventually prevail because the potter Jan 
alias the bandit Karaba and the father of Queen Anna will help to solve that situation.....

FEATURE FILMS

THE EVERLASTING STORY
Russian Federation | 90 min     Feature | Youth
Director: Andrey Kolpin
Humans and fabulous creatures lived together in ancient times, until White Shadow, a ruthless 
monster capable of destroying the whole world, came to the Kingdom of Wonder. Just one hero 
can stop the beast. The man is young, strong and handsome, besides, he rides a bike ... His 
name is Koshchey.

YUNG PUNX: A PUNK PARABLE
United States | 70 min     Feature | Drama
Director: Seth Kramer, Daniel A. Miller, Jeremy Newberger
Four little misfits from suburban Mass cope with the highs and lows of punk rock stardom. Chris 
Parnell narrates.

THE COLOSSEUM
United States| 90 min     Feature | Drama
Director: Oaks Christian Advanced Film Class
Sheldon White has it all. Little by little his life begins to unravel. Unfortunate for Sheldon. Great 
for ratings. What is a life worth?



2022 San Diego International Kids’ Film Festival



2022 San Diego International Kids’ Film Festival

SCREENPLAY COMPETITION
A CATERPILLAR'S TALE
United States  | 54p
Writer: Carlos Perez
A young caterpillar, determined to learn why all his older friends go up the Great Tree and never 
come back down, takes off on a solo journey to climb the Great Tree and find out.

A PIRATE AND A PRINCESS
United States  | 120p
Writer: Mark Kelly 
While evading bloodthirsty rivals, an Irish pirate captain with a multinational pirate crew rescue 
a shipwrecked maiden, only to find she's Spanish royalty with deadly political enemies.

CALLIE POLLY-OLI COW 
United States  | 32p
Writer: Alycia Wright
This book is the first of a series for this author. These books referred to as Alphabet Soup Animal 
Series are a compilation of tongue-twister stories about animals. The stories over dramatize the 
use of words that begin with one particular alphabet letter. Callie-Polly-Oli Cow is an example. 
The letter ‘C’ is dominant. The result is a unique tale about a cow. Look for more stories to 
follow! Then, add books to your collection. 

ANIMALL
United States  | 101p
Writer: Joseph DiFrancesco
It's a revolutionary concept. The Animall is a state-of-the-art shopping mall and zoo, brilliantly 
combined as one. With strong plexiglass barriers, shoppers wander about only inches away from 
some of the most ferocious predators of our time.— But then, hiding out following a bout of 
mischief, a small group of kids finds itself trapped inside long after closing. 

DRUM
China | 82P
Writer: Peiming Chen, Mei Wang
Single father Nie ZhiYuan was influenced by his father and fell in love with GanNing Drum Music, 
but under the hardships of life, he gradually drifted away from his dream. His daughter Nie
SiMeng fell in love with the drum kit, which deeply shocked him. Nie ZhiYuan picked up the 
GanNing drum again and prepared to participate in the instrumental music competition. After a 
series of twists and turns, the father and daughter finally reconciled and transformed and grew 
together.

ESCAPE FROM TAYLOR CREEK
United States  | 90p
Writer: Marie Etzler
The friendship of 11-year-old Peter and his best friend DJ is tested when they're kidnapped and 
trapped inside an abandoned asylum full of giant mutant iguanas and a crazy doctor as they 
struggle to escape before ending up as the next lab experiments.

FLYING  HIGH
United States  | 86p
Writer: Kenneth Gildin
With their parents away from the family farm for a few days, brothers John (14 years old) and 
Tommy (10), who don't get along, except for their love of model airplanes, rebuild an old crop-
duster and get it to fly. They get into all sorts of trouble, catch a thief, and learn what it means 
to be brothers.
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QUEEN VERNITA MEETS SIR HEATHYBEAN THE ASTRONOMER 
United States  | 41p
Writer: Dawn Menge
Sir HeathyBean spends twelve informative months in Queen Vernitas castle in the land of 
Oceaneers. His visit along with Cora the Teacher is centered on learning everything they can 
about the solar system.

RACE YOU 
United States  | 24p
Writer: Ana Jobrail
Constant battle over the bathroom has Mom coming up with a creative solution that goes from 
small to huge!

THE BOY WHO COULD SEE TOMORROW
United States  | 102p
Writer: Anthony Fingleton
Toby Toomey is a 13 year old New York boy - a major Yankees fan who strands astride the 
Greenwich Mean Line in England at midnight in a raging storm.  Lightning strikes the line, runs 
up it and hits him in his wire-rimmed glasses, giving him the ability to see tomorrow's events.  
He returns to New York, not knowing what to do with this new power.  He runs afoul of some 
bad guys, risks being abducted but ends up saving the life of the President of the United States.

ITCH
United States  | 66p
Writer: Kevin Gibson
A brilliant inventor fights to overcome his past when a fraud, posing as an adept businessman, 
comes to town to steal his inventions and undercut his business.

THE MAGIC OF THE OLD OAK TREE 
United States  | 45p
Writer: Donna Sims
Rodger and Jacob are officially "military kids." They've had to move to new communities across 
America since they were babies. In South Carolina, the children had an especially difficult time 
settling in. This move was particularly difficult because it was the first time their dad couldn't 
come. His orders delayed him for eight months in Kansas. When he finally joined the family in 
South Carolina, he had to deploy to Kuwait for almost a year. 

THE CIRCUS MUST GO ON!
Czech Republic|374p
Writer: Tereza Penková
The Hero of our story is an eight years old little Kristýnka, who sees a ghost of her passed away 
Grandpa. Her neighborhood feels anxious about it and on recommendation of her teacher she 
fell to the hands of the doctor Světlana, who is going to set a trap for the little girl. Is she able to 
flee? A what will happen when the circus will arrive into town?

THE CHRISTMAS TIME TRAVELERS 1
United States  | 28p
Writer: Laurence M. Haynes
It is Christmas Eve in the tiny town of Coventry. Professor Malcolm McDougal and his three 
friends Lily, Benji, and Karat are about to embark on a wondrous adventure. Professor 
McDougal's time machine is about to transport them to the time of the first Christmas. Before 
the night is over, the three friends will return from their journey with a tiny gift that will restore 
the professor's faith and his belief in the miracle of Christmas.
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THE WINTER WOLVES
United States  | 116p
Writer: Mark Kelly 
The adventures of a pack of wolves as told to the new litter of cubs. Blackjack is in love with 
Snowflake, however is an outsider to her pack, led by her father, Hickory. But when Blackjack 
defends Hickory against his nemesis, One-Eye, he is accepted into the pack. Hickory dies from 
his wounds, however, and One-Eye strikes again, proving too much for the pack this time, 
without their leader. 

TIME WILL TELL
United States  | 87p
Writer: Jonathan Winehouse
In Pre WWII Switzerland, aged watchmaker Hans Schudel suffers a concussion and hallucinates 
that his watches have come alive in a monumental adventure to find a missing part for one of 
the watches. In their brave quest, Hans learns a valuable truth.

MUSIC COMPETITION
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